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          2006

FINAL PROGRAM
Of the Fourteenth Annual GIS In Action Meeting

April 18-19, 2006

Vancouver Convention Center & Hilton Hotel

Vancouver, WA
Welcome to GIS in Action: 2006! 

This is the fourteenth annual conference hosted by the Columbia River Region of the American Society of Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing (ASPRS) and the Oregon-Southwest Washington Chapter of the Urban and Regional Information Systems Association (URISA). Each year ASPRS and URISA collaborate to hold this informational conference on current issues in the Geospatial Information Community. Join us for what will surely be another successful opportunity to meet with colleagues in the geospatial industries and organizations, to learn about emerging topics and recent advances in GIS applications, and to discuss our problems and solutions together. 

This event features a one-fee, two-day format, packed with information presented in concurrently running workshops and sessions on both days. There will be three tracks each day consisting of panel discussions debating hot-topics, traditional sessions with 2-3 presentations per session, and technical workshops providing in depth discussion of issues and training in applications most relevant to the geospatial community. 

On-Site registration opens at 7:30am on Tuesday April 18th and will remain open through 11:00am on Wednesday, April 19th. The conference opens at 8:30am on Tuesday with concurrent sessions and workshops. The Annual Vendor Social will be held Tuesday night from 5:00pm to 7:00pm. 

Guest speakers will present during lunch on both days.  On Tuesday, Avichal Garg from Google will share their visions, and Wednesday Steve Lime from MapServer will present on “What's in a name? The History of MapServer”.  
Conference Hightlights:
· The Exhibit Hall will open on Tuesday at 10:00am and remain open until Wednesday at 2:00pm.  The hall will feature as many as 25 vendors in GIS related technology and services.  This is an opportunity to see and discuss the latest advances in the industry.  

· The Vendor Hosted Social will be held Tuesday evening from 5:00pm to 7:00pm in the Exhibit Hall.  Join your peers in a more relaxed atmosphere with food and beverages.

· The Poster Session will be held during the Vendor Hosted Social.  Ballots for the People’s Choice are included in your registration package.

· Women In GIS will meet at a designated WIGIS lunch table on Tuesday in the main dining room in lieu of hosting an evening event. 
· The annual Raffle will be held on Wednesday during the Closing Session.

· The opportunity to meet and network with GIS professionals from the region.  Find out who is doing what, and how.                                                       






General Information:
· Poster Session Ballot is inside your final program.  Please take it with you to the Exhibit Hall and vote.  Winners will be announced at the Raffle. 

· Conference Survey is also included in your final program.  Please take a few minutes at the end of the conference to fill it out.  Drop off the Conference Survey at the Closing Session or the Registration Desk.

· Parking is available in the Hotel Parking Garage.  Check at the registration desk for details.

· Job posting board is in the Exhibit Hall

· Message board is by the registration table
NEED LODGING?

Rooms are still available. We have made special arrangements with the Vancouver Hilton Hotel to offer rooms during the conference at a special rate. Please contact the hotel directly at (360) 993-4500 or 1-800-HILTONS or visit the main hotel registration desk in the main lobby. Ask for the GIS in Action rate.

HOTEL MAP

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Conference Chair, David Kuhn



Program Chair, Bibiana Kamler McHugh

Facilities & Menu Coordinator, Dick Bolen 

Workshop Chair, Bob Poole 



Registration Coordinator, Roger Crystal


Exhibit Hall Coordinator, Doug Smith


Finance, Brian Miyake




Publicity Coordinator, Carol Hall 


Poster Session, Minott Kerr



Raffle Coordinator, Brian Miyake
Web, Joanna Mensher




Volunteer Coordinator, Kristina Wright

AV Coordinator, Nate Martin
SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS
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Oregon URISA Chapter

The Chapter seeks to advance knowledge in the design, operation, and dissemination of urban and regional information systems. It provides a forum for a variety of issues related to information systems serving its members, related professionals, decision-makers and the public. Members live and work in Oregon and southwest Washington.

The Chapter seeks to accomplish objectives in the following areas:

· Education

· Professional Development

· Coordination, Networking and Information Clearinghouse

· Policy Advocacy

Anyone having a serious interest in GIS and urban information systems is encouraged to join.  You can be placed on the membership list by visiting www.orurisa.org
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Columbia River Region of ASPRS

The American Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing (ASPRS) is a scientific association serving over 7,000 professional members around the world. The ASPRS mission is to advance knowledge and improve understanding of mapping sciences to promote the responsible applications of photogrammetry, remote sensing, geographic information systems (GIS), and supporting technologies.

The Columbia River Region of ASPRS provides a local interface for members to receive information concerning national and regional events and maintain recognition as mapping science practitioners. The Region's programs are effectively utilized by members to acquire necessary information, develop relationships, and maintain their knowledge base. The annual GIS in Action conference, co-sponsored with the Oregon Chapter of URISA, is an important component of the Columbia River Region's educational and communication goals. 

FEATURED SPEAKERS

LUNCH PRESENTATION DAY 1 

Avichal Garg, Google 
Google Transit is a new initiative from Google to enable users to find point to point directions using public transportation.  With it, commuters will be able to easily access public transit schedules, routes, and plan trips using their local public transportation options. Our first release covers the Portland, Oregon metro area, but we are working to expand our coverage very soon.

The presentation will introduce Google Transit, our product philosophy, progress to date, an overview of the data management/maintanence issues involved, brief case studies based on our work with transit agencies, where Google Transit is headed, and how to get involved.
If you're from a transit agency interested in being included in Google Transit, we would love to speak with you! Avichal will be available all day Tuesday and at the Tuesday evening social event to answer any questions you may have.

LUNCH PRESENTATION DAY 2 
Steve Lime, MapServer

What's in a name? The History of MapServer 

Steve Lime is the original developer of the University of Minnesota MapServer software.  After 10 years he is still an active developer of the software and is currently chair of the Technical Steering Committee.  His "real" job is as the Data & Applications Manager for the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.  He has a background is in remote sensing and GIS, and has a Masters degree in Forestry.
 

	TUESDAY APRIL 18, 2006


7:30 AM 


Conference Registration Opens: Lobby

	8:30 - 10:00 AM
	CONCURRENT TRACKS


TRACK A 
Moving forward with Open Solutions

Moderator: Brandt Melick, City of Springfield
i) Open DBMS key enablers to more flexible and robust open solutions.

Mark Zangari, SPATIALinfo 

As advances in open spatial database technologies continually enable more complex/cross system spatial data maintenance and analysis, this presentation addresses the maturity and openness of Spatial DBMS, and presents the merits of a movement toward more open DBMS solutions in the telecommunication industry - as key enablers to more flexible and robust open solutions.
ii) Engineering Open Exchange Formats

Nathan Crews, LandXML

Dissecting the LandXML to KML to Google Earth process, Nathan Crews addresses multi-disciplinary uses of this open exchange standard, the broad array of design and survey data currently supported, strengths and weaknesses of XSLT style sheets, interoperability with common GIS platforms and the fitness of open exchange formats such as LandXML as viable exchange formats to update infrastructure inventories and share complex geometries.
iii) Open Source: An Economic Movement

Navin Nagiah, CIGNEX

Open source is neither an ideology nor a fad.  It is neither about “free” nor is it about “fleece”.  At its most fundamental level, open source is an economic movement --- a movement that has no godfathers or owners --- and whose strength comes from both “free & fair markets” and from that one entity that governs and to some extent dictates everything that organizations & political bodies do; the end user, consumer or customer.
TRACK B 
Tools & Applications

Moderator: Blair Deaver, GeoEngineers, Inc. 
i) Analyzing Annexation with GIS

Suzane Wallace, Annexation Coordinator, City of Vancouver

How has the City of Vancouver has used GIS to process recent annexations. From generating a fiscal analysis and providing public outreach, to conducting a full census and changing tax data, GIS streamlines the annexation process.
ii) Creating and Deploying GIS and Land Information Portals Using an Open Source Web Application Framework

Blair Deaver, Senior GIS Analyst/Programmer, GeoEngineers, Inc.

GeoEngineers and Hood River County conducted an extensive project requirements collection process to identify project stakeholders, define the business requirements and application success criteria’s. The business requirements outlined a true thin client webapplication which would support dynamic query, reporting, and mapping functionality based on the user group profiles. Based on the business requirements, GeoEngineers developed a portal based web application to meet the success criteria’s of improved performance, intuitive and less expensive for all identified user groups to access a range of Hood River County data resources.
iii) Map Book Application

Reed Hunter, ESRI Olympia Consulting Team

This presentation will highlight NW Mapbook, the freely downloadable map production enhancements for ArcGIS Desktop provided by the ESRI Northwest services group.  ESRI’s ArcGIS Desktop product natively supports only one “pagelayout”, one map per ArcMap MXD document. The free download DS Mapbook tool provided a workaround, allowing multiple maps per MXD despite a single pagelayout.  ESRI Northwest staff has extensively customized DS Mapbook, and is making the enhancements to this tool available for free download.  This presentation explains the DS Mapbook tool, and the enhancements available in NW Mapbook.
TRACK C
Mobile GIS and Field Data Collection

Instructor:  Mike Dana, Principal, MDRM LLC

This workshop will provide background on how and why an organization would integrate GPS technology into an existing or developing GIS program.  This presentation will juxtapose the ESRI geodatabase implementation against the data dictionary concept typically advanced by the GPS vendors. This comparison will define the differences between a Mobile GIS and the more simplified use of GPS as a data collection tool.  

A combination of Mobile GIS and data collection as facilitated by ArcGIS office software and ArcPad field software will be shown in a field session.  Given time, this field session will also show the use of Trimble TerraSync and Pathfinder Office software.  Data processing will be used to highlight the workflow involved to integrate field components back into the desktop/enterprise GIS.  

This is a three-hour workshop.  

Bring along a laptop.

	10:00 AM
	EXHIBIT HALL OPENS


PARTICIPATING VENDORS:

3Di West

Air Photo USA

Alsea Geospatial, Inc.

Clackamas Community College

David C. Smith & Associates, Inc

ESRI

GeoLine Positioning Systems, Inc.

GeoNorth LLC

Geospatial Enterprise Office, State of Oregon

Hewlett-Packard

High Desert GeoTechnologies, Inc

I Ten Associates, Inc.

IMAGINiT Technologies

Inside Oregon Enterprises

Juniper GIS

Mason, Bruce & Girard, Inc.

Sanborn

Spencer B. Gross

The PPI Group

Titan

USGS

	10:30 - 12:00 NOON
	CONCURRENT TRACKS


TRACK A 
Open Solutions Panel Discussion

Moderator: Brandt Melick, City of Springfield

This panel will discuss the pros and cons of Open Solutions (open source, open exchange formats and open DBMS's), explore the associated issues, such as: operating systems and DBMS licensing options; product maturity; business considerations and cost savings; technical challenges; and how to leverage open solutions to advance data sharing and framework initiatives.
PANELISTS:
Nathan Crews, Principal Schema Architect, LandXML.org

Avichal Garg, Product Manager, Google Inc.

Navin V. Nagiah, President & CEO, CIGNEX Technologies Inc.

Mark Zangari, CTO, SPATIALinfo
TRACK B 
Digital vs. Analog Imagery

Moderator:  Roger Crystal

What is digital sensor aerial imagery and will it replace conventional aerial imagery?  Recent gains in digital camera technology have some experts claiming digital imagery will replace conventional aerial imagery within one year.  Panelists will discuss digital sensor technology and the advantages/disadvantages of digital imagery vs. conventional imagery.  George Lee will offer insight from a users perspective.
PANELISTS:
Wolfgang Walcher, Vexel/Microsoft

Dave Hull, Leica Geosystems

Joe Bima, Intergraph Corp.

George Lee, USGS

TRACK C
Mobile GIS and Field Data Collection 









– Continued 

Instructor:  Mike Dana, Principal, MDRM LLC

	12:00 - 1:30 PM
	LUNCH WITH GUEST SPEAKER

EXHIBIT HALL OPEN


Lunch served in the Cascade Ballroom, Second Floor
Title 

Avichal Garg, Google 

	1:30 – 3:00 PM
	CONCURRENT TRACKS


TRACK A 
Natural Resource Management & Utilization

Moderator: Aaron Racicot, GIS Programmer, Ecotrust
i) Web-based Open Source GIS Decision Support Tools - Explaining the Stack.

Aaron Racicot, Ecotrust

Web-based decision support tools (DST) are emerging as a viable solution to fulfill environmental management decision support needs while addressing the desire for platform independent web-based interfaces.  Managers of environmental systems are often held hostage to the lack of information about the very system they manage.  While modeling techniques and capabilities continue to grow, the need for real-time decision support based on those models is no longer a wish, but instead a necessity. This presentation focuses on the creation of web-based DST's which utilize real-time GIS modeling and analysis to provide an enhanced capability to environmental managers.  Specifically we will focus on the use of a pilot platform developed completely with Open Source tools, including many of the state of the art Open Source GIS tools currently available.  From the Linux kernel driving the hardware support, to spatially enabled RDBMS systems housing, manipulating, and serving data, we look at the tools needed to create a seamless experience for the end user in a web interactive DST.  

Finally, we present a case study of a new set of marine management tools called the OCEANSystem developed by Ecotrust, an environmental non-profit located in Oregon.  The OCEANSystem integrates Open Source data management systems, server side GIS, custom models and scripts, and a web-based GIS front end.  Through the integration of these disparate tools we have taken the first step toward supplying a new level of capability to marine environmental managers.  We will uncover the architecture, software stack, development strategies, and cost structure of implementing this pilot system.
ii) Storm Basin Master Planning 

Cress Bates, Lane County 
The Geographic Information System is being used to perform the initial data assembly, and data analysis, which in turn provides information to the Storm Water Modeling System.  This presentation will focus on the types of data, the analytical methods, and the various maps and reports generated  to facilitate the update of a Stormwater Master Plan.
iii) Stewardship Analysis Project

Emmor Nile, OR Dept of Forestry

In 2005 the Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) completed an analysis in Oregon to determine the forest stewardship priority of the Family Forestland.  A total of fourteen layers ranging from Wildfire Risk to Topography were combined to create a statewide raster overall rating.  The analysis will be used by ODF for prioritization of future projects and balancing of Stewardship Forester workloads.
TRACK B 
Google Earth

Moderator: Matthew Hampton

The manner in which geospatial data is distributed and displayed is changing rapidly.  Google Earth is one of the latest free 3D earth browsers that offer both data providers and users a stable interactive platform.  Hear how industry representatives and GIS practitioners have leveraged this platform to distribute spatial information for their internal and external users.
i) Bridging the Visualization Gap:  Google Earth at the City of Nanaimo
Jason Birch, Sr. Applications Analyst, City of Nanaimo IT Department
Local governments need effective tools to engage their constituents in the decision making process and to plan for the first level of response for disaster operations.  The City of Nanaimo has been using maps, physical models, and desktop GIS to accomplish these goals.  We have also developed community expectations for access to high-quality web mapping services such as http://citymap.nanaimo.ca/ and http://enviro.nanaimo.ca/   While these methods remain important, they have weaknesses.  Google Earth has the potential to revolutionize the presentation of our geospatial information.  Using a combination of MapGuide Open Source and custom PHP scripts, supported by the FME spatial translation engine, the City is able to provide access to its spatial data via http://earth.nanaimo.ca/.  This delivery method overcomes many of the limitations that other decision support tools present to non-sophisticated users.
ii) PortlandMaps - Google Earth Interface
Phillip Holmstrand, Lead Web Architect, City of Portland

A demo of the PortlandMaps.com Google Earth front-end, with an overview of architecture using the City's custom GISQL Map Server.
iii) Real-Time Bus Locations in Google Maps and Google Earth
Frank Purcell, GIS Developer, TriMet

TriMet has a lot of data--routes, stops, landmarks, arrivals, etc--most of which has a spatial component.  As an agency, we currently expose some data to external developers via the Transit Tracker web service; we're actively creating a new layer of web services to expose even more.  The focus of this presentation will be on a prototype web service which exposes real-time bus location information.  The prototype has two different end points, one that formats the data into XML and another that formats the data into KML (Keyhole Markup Language - XML data readable by Google Earth).  Two internally built clients use this service: a web application built with the Google Maps api, and a second application running within Google Earth.

The intent of this presentation is to demonstrate three things:

    1.  The flexibility afforded by Web Services in repurposing the same data to different applications.

    2.  The use of the Google Maps API in making a TriMet mashup of transit information.

    3.  The use of Network Links for interacting with the same data set in Google Earth.
iv) Google Earth Enterprise Server Deployments 
Jubal Harpster, Enterprise Spatial Solutions Manager, CH2M Hill Northwest Region
This presentation will highlight some of the underlying components of Google Earth, the fusion process and give a high level overview of Google Earth Enterprise Server deployments. A Google Earth Enterprise Solution provider, CH2M HILL is the largest privately-held spatial consulting firm in the world. CH2M HILL has assembled and trained a team of consultants that advise on Google Earth products, build solutions, integrate them with existing Geospatial and ERP systems, provide training and maintain on-going support.  CH2M HILL's Google Earth solution development center provides a fully realized development and deployment environment for Google Earth enterprise products.
TRACK C 
Working with ArcGIS: Geoprocessing, ModelBuilder, Data Interoperability Extension

Instructor:  Ryan Dalton, ESRI

Introduced at ArcGIS 9.0, the geoprocessing framework provides new ways to streamline data processing, conversion, and analysis.  Key features that will be discussed include ModelBuilder, for “visually programming” your work flows, and how to enhance those models by incorporating scripting languages like Python, VBScript or JavaScript.  

The geoprocessing framework can be extended even further by incorporating the ArcGIS Data Interoperability extension and its advanced set of spatial extract, transform and load (ETL) tools.  The Data Interoperability extension not only provides the ability to directly read, import and export over 50 file formats not natively supported by ArcGIS, but it also contains an the Workbench application for designing custom “semantic data translation” tools.  These tools can then be added back into models and scripts for even more extensive data processing options.

This is a three-hour workshop.  
	3:30 – 5:00 PM
	CONCURRENT TRACKS


TRACK A 
GIS and IT Integration

Moderator: David Kuhn
i) Integrating GIS in to the Enterprise: 7 Keys to Success

David Kuhn, Western Regional Manager, Geographic Technologies Group

Growth in the use of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) technology over the past decade has been phenomenal.  Organizations in the public and private sectors have been adopting the technology in droves.  More often than not, however, these implementations have been less than successful.  Too many organizations are spending millions of dollars on data, hardware, and software but getting very little return on investment.  Is the technology to blame? Are traditional organizations standing in the way of progress?  What can be done to reverse the trend toward failure?  These are questions being asked frequently throughout the GIS community.

Meanwhile, in some organizations, this powerful new technology has revolutionized daily operations.  Is there a common thread that successful organizations share?  Fortunately, there is.  In visiting and reviewing hundreds of GIS implementations nationwide there are a few common elements in all successful GIS operations.  These elements can be defined as the seven keys to success.  The absence of one or more of these keys will greatly reduce the effectiveness of an enterprise-wide GIS.
ii) An IT Approach to GIS

Bibiana Kamler McHugh, TriMet 
This presentation will cover the benefits of housing GIS within IT, demonstrate the importance of integrating spatial data into your enterprise architecture, and review successful business policies.  
iii) GIS and IT Integration 

Marshall Payne, GeoNorth

In 2000, GeoNorth began to take notice of both technology changes as well as organizational changes that were occurring in the GIS profession. Since early 2002, we see the consolidation of both GIS departments and staff. Many GIS departments are now being absorbed into IT departments. While departmental GIS remains, it has undergone significant change due in part to economics, organizational awareness of GIS benefits, and enhancements in GIS technology. No longer is GIS a "black-box" department. Spatial data stored in standard databases, internet mapping technology, and development environments such as VB, Java, and .NET have rapidly mainstreamed GIS into the IT world. This presentation will focus on the new classification of GIS professionals and how the evolution of GIS continues to change organizations.  
TRACK B 
GIS and Disaster Recovery

Moderator: Keith Massie, GIS Manager, Jackson County
i) New Orleans Post-Katrina: Reflections on Successes and Failures in the Use of GIS for Disaster Response and Recovery

Bryce Gartrell, Principle, The Gartrell Group

The Gartrell Group has provided GIS support to the Mayor’s Office of Technology in the City of New Orleans following the devastating aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.  This presentation will survey some of the leading challenges and problems, matters of interest, and innovative efforts of different GIS practitioners and organizations involved in responding to this particular disaster.  You’ll see some more Katrina pictures -- and a summary focus on lessons (learned???) may inspire thoughts for further efforts we might make in our region to better prepare for the eventuality of a major disaster.   
ii) Using GIS To Support Katrina Recovery Efforts

Ian Mooser, GIS Analyst, Westin Solutions
The use of GIS has proven to be an important part of the Hurricane Katrina recovery effort.  Using GIS, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has collaborated with other agencies and contractors in environmental monitoring and the cleanup of hazardous debris.  The Internet and GPS-enabled PDAs were used to locate, share information, and prioritize resources.  This information was then uploaded into the Rapid Assessment Integrated Database, or RAID to assist in management decisions.  We should learn from these successes and further develop methods to improve the GIS communities’ response to emergencies.
iii) Coordinating GIS During Calamities:  How Counties are Helping Each Other

Dean Anderson, IT Director, Polk County

Bob Haas. GIS Manager, Deschutes County

The Oregon GIS Association is presently working on developing a plan whereby jurisdictions would assist each other during major catastrophic events such as earthquakes, tsunamis, floods, major fires, volcanic eruptions, disease outbreaks and other major catastrophes.  

The plan relies on a strategic network of mutual aid arrangements for providing GIS services during major emergencies.  As presently envisioned the GIS Emergency Assistance features would include prearranged responsibilities for providing GIS services that are specified in formally adopted GIS Mutual Aid Intergovernmental Agreements.   Mutual Aid Partners will have other agency’s current GIS data including GIS themes, attribute data and imagery, copies of pre-printed standardized maps, and key emergency contact information.   Mutual Aid Partners will be expected to provide data to others parties as needed as well as to travel to an impacted jurisdiction and to provide emergency GIS mapping and analysis services.

Come join us at the session and be part of the effort to formulate specific actions to develop and implement the plan.
TRACK C 
Working with ArcGIS: Geoprocessing, ModelBuilder, Data Interoperability Extension           – Continued 

Instructor:  Ryan Dalton, ESRI
	5:00 – 7:00 PM
	VENDOR HOSTED SOCIAL


Location:  Exhibit Hall

	WEDNESDAY 19, 2006


7:30 AM 


Conference Registration Opens: Lobby

	8:30 – 10:00 AM
	CONCURRENT TRACKS


TRACK A 
Data Accessibility Issues  

Moderator:Cy Smith GISP, Statewide GIS Coordinator, Geospatial Enterprise Office, Oregon DAS
i) Making Data Exchange and Publication a Breeze 

Guy Tinat, Systems Engineer, TriMet 

This presentation will explain how TriMet uses SOAP (Simple Object Access Protocol) and web services to easily exchange data between differing computing environments and demonstrate how easily data can be exchanged in real time to disparate systems.  We will also review the system architecure designed to enable data publication from one data source to a wide variety of different formats for publications, web sites, and others.  

ii) Data Accessibility at City of Portland

Phillip Holmstrand, Lead Web Architect, City of Portland

Review of internal and external web based applications using varying methods of access.
iii) To Be or Not To Be....Accessible
Cy Smith GISP, Statewide GIS Coordinator, Geospatial Enterprise Office, Oregon DAS

The policy and legal implications of providing greater accessibility in real time to your data are enormous. Once again, technology is moving us to uncharted waters, just when we were about to catch up from a policy and legal standpoint.  But perhaps this time, we can find a way to resolve the policy and legal issues together.

TRACK B 
Public Safety Educational Session 

Moderator: Eric Bohard, Clackamas County
i) The Use of ArcGIS Spatial Analyst and MapLogic Street Atlas Software in Support of Fire Station Relocation and Unit Deployment

Dr. John A. Ritter, Aspen GIS Services, Inc.

David Hard, Chief/Klamath County Fire District No. 1

GIS capabilities have been used to assess the geographic distribution of fire stations within the service area of Klamath County Fire District No. 1, and to help define the location of new stations in view of several years of fire/EMS call volume as well as population density (current and future).

In support of unit deployment, a street atlas for the service area has been designed that deals faithfully with varying road densities, is scaleable for the entire county, and is flexible enough to allow for insertion of new map pages as new developments occur.
ii) Mobile Mapping for Clackamas Sheriff 

Chuck Lewis, Senior GIS Programmer, GeoNorth LLC

In 1998, the Clackamas County Sheriff’s Department contracted with GeoNorth to develop an ultra light weight geocoding and mapping application for use in vehicles.  The application was designed to require minimal computing resources and allowed the Metro area street network to serve as the geocoding data source. Currently, other police and fire departments within the County are now benefiting from the application.  As a credit to the original design, the application has been easily updated over the years to address the changing needs of the Sheriff’s Department.  More recent enhancements to the application have included the ability to quickly access taxlot features and display related photographs and documents.  The application is now integrated with the County’s dispatch system and provides GPS-based vehicle location.  This presentation will focus on the application functionality, integration details, and deployment logistics.  Benefits provided to public safety personnel will also be presented.
iii) GIS for 911 - A quick tour of GIS development for 911 in Clark County

Paul Newman, GIS Analyst, Clark County Assessment and GIS 

This presentation will cover:
· A GIS for dispatchers

· Real-time mapping of 911 calls 

· Automated Vehicle Location (AVL) for emergency vehicles
· Dispatch based on closest drive time to a 911 call
· Address database management 
TRACK C 
Getting to the Surface 

Instructor: Chris Aldridge, SBG, Inc.

This workshop will focus on providing information to help the geospatial professional determine what the best approach to acquiring a terrain surface might be for a specific project. We will examine different methods of developing a terrain surface that will best suit the needs of the project technically, spatially, and financially.  We will explore the difference between a DEM, DTM, and Contours as well as several different ways to develop these data sets.  There are several technologies available to acquire this data, each with positive and negative aspects.  The workshop will touch on topics of accuracy, availability, cost, and schedule impacts.

	10:30 – 12:00 NOON
	CONCURRENT TRACKS


TRACK A 
GIS Job Market Forum

Moderator: Molly Vogt, GIS Specialist, City of Gresham

Find out what it takes to be competitive in the current GIS job market. Ask questions of our panel of experts, share your thoughts, or just listen. Discussion topics may include: trends in GIS staffing, the value of various credentials, interview techniques, skills assessments, tips for successful recruitments, and more.
PANELISTS:

Mark Bosworth, GIS Program Supervisor, Metro Data Resource Center

Ronda L. Halvorsen, Applied Technology Manager / Principal, GeoEngineers Bend Office

Mike Mertens, GIS Manager, Ecotrust

Marshall Payne, Principal / NW Operations Manager, GeoNorth LLC
TRACK B
GIS Certification

Moderator: Jon McDowell

i) The GISP application for Dummies

Kelly Neumeier GISP, Information Software Specialist 2, Clackamas County

What does the GISCI look for when reviewing an application? Does the GISCI expect proof of education, contributions, or profession experience? This presentation hopes to answer these questions. The application for a GISP certificate seems overwhelming when someone first looks at applying for their certificate. This presentation will provide clarifications and strategies to apply.
ii) Implementing the GISP Certification

Cy Smith GISP, Statewide GIS Coordinator, Geospatial Enterprise Office, Oregon DAS

The GISP certification is great for individuals, but how is it impacting hiring practices, pay ranges, and professional development within the GIS industry?  Is it having an impact here in Oregon?  How should the GISP certification be implemented relative to position descriptions, job classifications, etc.?  This presentation will provide some information regarding these issues from other states and from various organizations within Oregon, and provide some opportunity for discussion among the participants regarding best practices.
iii) GISCI Updates 

Steve Barnett GISP, GIS Program Manager, Linn County

Steve will discuss current initiatives of the GISCI including recent news and the creation of a GIS mentoring program.
TRACK C 
What Size is your Pixel

Instructor:  Doug Smith, Certified Photogrammetrist, David C. Smith & Associates, Inc.

This workshop is oriented towards image users and project planners.  We will use local case studies and sample data sets to demonstrate how key planning factors such as flight altitude, focal length, mosaicing considerations, vegetation conditions, color adjustment parameters and Digital Terrain Model accuracy affect orthpohoto imagery and vector data derived from aerial imagery. Emphasis will be on how these factors affect suitability of the imagery for specific photo interpretation applications, vector data accuracy and overall orthophoto appearance & quality for GIS.  The workshops's primary goals are to help end user's better recognize the limitations and key differences in the orthophoto and aerial mapping data they can now attain from a wide variety of sources and to assist project planners in identifying key planning factors that will significantly affect the outcome of their project.  
	12:00 – 1:30 PM


	LUNCH WITH GUEST SPEAKER

EXHIBIT HALL OPEN UNTIL 2:00PM


Lunch served in the Cascade Ballroom, Second Floor 
What's in a name? The History of MapServer

Steve Lime, MapServer
	1:30 – 3:00 PM
	CONCURRENT TRACKS


TRACK A/B
MapServer and Internet GIS

Moderator: Geoffrey Duh, Assistant Professor and Director of GIS Programs, Geography, Portland State University

The session includes three distinctive but linked presentations centered on MapServer, an open source Internet mapping environment developed by the University of Minnesota. 
i) MapServer for Mere Mortals

Mark Bosworth, Minott Kerr, and Jim Cser - Metro Data Resource Center

The first presentation introduces MapServer and showcases Portland Metro’s MapServer applications in action. While Metro’s classic ArcIMS application, MetroMap, continues to serve general purpose exploration and discovery for the region, MapServer has been deployed or a number of years to answer domain specific spatial queries like: Who's my garbage hauler?  or Where can I donate surplus food?  These task-oriented applications are easy to 'clone' and deploy for topical questions as they come up. This presentation demonstrates how Metro uses this technology with a brief tour of the current "interactives", as well as an exciting sneak preview of what is currently on Metro’s Open Source GIS drawing board.
ii) Mapserver: the PSU Experience

David Percy, Geospatial Data Manager/Research Faculty, Geology, Portland State University

Will Garrick, Manager of Academic and Research Computing, Portland State University

The second presentation talks about the management and system considerations of and approaches to establishing a MapServer Internet mapping application. A case study of the migration from ArcIMS to open source Internet mapping solutions in the Geology department at Portland State University is presented, including the differences in configuration and the development of a new javascript/PHP front end to the MapServer/PostGIS interactive maps. The presentation also demonstrates methods of creating dynamic map content from PostGIS spatial databases, including temporal change.
iii) Web-based Open Source GIS Decision Support Tools - Explaining the Software Stack

Aaron Racicot, GIS Programmer, Ecotrust

The third presentation delves into the architecture of web-based decision support tools (DST's) using MapServer as a platform. Geospatial problems provide an opportunity to link web-based DST's to GIS systems as a new way of providing real-time feedback for decision making. The presentation focuses on the creation of web-based DST's which utilize real-time GIS modeling and analysis to enhance decision making capability. Specific topics include 1) the software stack needed to implement this type of tool, from server side hardware drivers up to client side user interfaces, 2) the strengths and weaknesses of the currently available toolsets, and 3) how to link many of these disparate tools together into a cohesive software package.
TRACK C 
Working With Labels and Annotation
Instructor: John Sharrard

ArcGIS 9.0 introduced a new labeling toolbar, enabling you to configure many layers of label properties simultaneously.  Annotation editing is also made easier with a specially designed toolbar featuring new tools and shortcuts to help streamline the annotation editing process.  New geoprocessing tools are available for converting annotation into the geodatabase.  Learn the concepts you need manage your labels and annotation.

	2:00 PM 
	EXHIBIT HALL OFFICIALLY CLOSES


	3:30 – 5:00 PM
	CLOSING SESSION & RAFFLE


People’s Choice Poster Award 

Winner will be announced.  Please be sure to vote (ballot in Registration Packet). 
Raffle

Please do not forget to check in frequently in the vendor hall for your chance to win several great door prizes that will be drawn for throughout the conference! You will also want to stick around for Hot Apps to win one of several Grand Prizes that will be raffled off during the session.  You must be present to win.
Grand Prizes:  Personal DVD Player, MP3 Player, 4 GPS Devices, and Gift Certificates to Best Buy 
2006 Hot Apps Winners, Corvallis, Oregon
	4:00 - 5:00 PM
	URISA BOARD MEETING


Location: Eduardo’s Cantina in hotel following Raffle
THE CONFERENCE AT A GLANCE

	DAY 1
	TRACK A

Sessions
	TRACK B

Sessions
	TRACK C

Workshops

	7:30-
8:30 AM
	REGISTRATION

	8:30-
10:00 AM
	Moving forward with 

Open Solutions

Moderator: Brandt Melick
	Tools & Applications

Moderator: Blair Deaver
	Mobile GIS and 

Field Data Collection 

Instructor: Mike Dana

	10:30-
12:00 PM
	Open Solutions 

Panel Discussion

Moderator: Brandt Melick
	Digital vs. Analog Imagery

Moderator:  Roger Crystal
	

	12:00-
1:30 PM
	LUNCH WITH GUEST SPEAKER

Avichal Garg, Google

	1:30-

3:00 PM
	Natural Resource 

Management & Utilization

Moderator: Aaron Racicot
	Google Earth

Moderator: Matthew Hampton
	Working with ArcGIS: Geoprocessing, 

ModelBuilder, 

Data Interoperability Ext.

Instructor:  Ryan Dalton

	3:30-
5:00 PM
	GIS and IT Integration

Moderator: David Kuhn
	GIS and Disaster Recovery 

Moderator: Keith Massie
	

	5:00-

7:00 PM
	VENDOR EXHIBIT AND SOCIAL

	
	
	
	

	DAY 1
	TRACK A

Sessions
	TRACK B

Sessions
	TRACK C

Workshops

	8:30-
10:00 AM
	Data Accessibility Issues

Moderator: Cy Smith
	Public Safety

Educational Session

Moderator: Eric Bohard
	Getting to the Surface

Instructor: Chris Aldridge

	10:30-
12:00 PM
	GIS Job Market Forum

Moderator: Molly Vogt
	GIS Certification

Moderator: Jon McDowell
	What Size is your Pixel 

Instructor: Doug Smith

	12:00-
1:30 PM
	LUNCH WITH GUEST SPEAKER

Steve Lime, MapServer

	1:30-

3:00 PM
	MapServer

Moderator: Geoffrey Duh
	Editing in ArcGIS

Instructor: John Sharrard

	3:30-
5:00 PM
	CLOSING SESSION & RAFFLE




GIS In Action 2006

April 18th and 19th, 2006

Online Registration Available 

After January 15, 2006 @

Name_____________________________________________________________        www.orurisa.org

Company Name________________________________Title__________________

Address____________________________________________________________

City___________________________State_________Zip Code________________

Phone_________________________Fax_________________________________

Email*_____________________________________________________________
*Must have an email to receive a confirmation of your registration

Conference Registration (Tuesday, April 18 and Wednesday April 19) Workshops and educational sessions 

run concurrently both days.  A single registration fee entitles you to attend any sessions or workshops, as you choose, without special registration for workshops.  The Tuesday evening Vendor Social is included, as well as lunch for both days. 

Regular Rate** (Full registration, all sessions and events)  -- 
 Registration      $200.00   *Student      $50.00

On-Site Registration (opens at 7:30am Tuesday April 18) --
 Registration --  $225.00   *Student --  $75.00

Mail in registrations must be postmarked by April 9, 2006.  Fax and online registration will be accepted up to April 3. 

 **After April 3, 2006 all registrations must be On-Site
*(Students must provide evidence of enrollment)

Vendor Registration: Please contact the exhibits coordinator, Doug Smith at 503 232-5285 or email doug@davidsmithmapping.com  










Total Amount Due $__________           Registrant’s Full Name_____________________




Payment Information:  Registrations are not processed without payment or PO #

                     Check # __________                
       PO # ______________

                            
       Visa                Master Card                        American Express

         Credit Card # _________________________________________   Exp. Date ____/____

        Signature for Credit Card ______________________________________________

Checks Payable to:  GIS IN ACTION 2006

Mail registration to: 

Plans & Action Registration c/o GIS in Action, PO Box 6807, Aloha, OR 97007

OR

Fax registration to:  Plans & Action Registration (503) 259-0838

For questions regarding the


Conference contact 


Chris Aldridge, Conference Chair @ 503 646-1733





For questions regarding


Registration contact


Plans & Action Registration @ 503-259-0739
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